1

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING
HANOI NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION




LE THI NUONG




RURAL THEME
IN THE VIETNAMESE MEDIEVAL POETRY


Major: Vietnamese Literature
Code: 62.22.01.21



SUMMARY OF LITERATURE DOCTOR DISSERTATION







HA NOI - 2018


The research was accomplished at:
Hanoi National University of Education


Supervisors: Prof.Dr. La Nham Thin
                     Dr. Tran Quang Dung


Defender 1: Prof.Dr. Tran Nho Thin
University of Social Sciences and Humanities

Defender 2: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Lai Van Hung
Vietnam Institute of Lexicography and Encyclopedia

[bookmark: _GoBack]Defender 3: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Dinh Thi Khang
       Hanoi National University of Education




Dissertation shall be defended against Dissertation Evaluation Council  held at Hanoi National University of Education 
…..hour … date … month 7  year 2018





	Dissertation is available at: Hanoi National Library, 
or Library of Hanoi National University of Education



INTRODUCTION
1. Rationale
1.1. In the process of national literature, the medieval literature plays an important role and considerably contributes to create the appearance and achievements for the national literature, especially poetry. Original literature that has been characterized by Confucian literature and medieval Vietnamese literature in general and poetry in particular; influenced on elegance and norms. In addition to the will-expressing verses, history-writing verses or verses of being sent as King’s envoy,  poems about the countryside plays an essential role in compositions of many generations of medieval Confucian scholars. This poetry created a simple and rustic color in the colorful picture of Vietnamese medieval poetry. Therefore, the research on rural theme in the medieval poetry shall be a new approach from the origin of the national culture, and from impacts and persistence that show the trend of nationalization and democratization of Vietnamese literature.
1.2. Most of medieval Confucian scholars came from “the Confucianism School”, they were familiar with noble and intellectual writing style, but in the other hand, they still paid to attention to the simple real countryside with much passionate sentiment. The intellectual class of Vietnamese feudalism, though lived in the aristocracy or in the countryside, in the deep of their heart and soul, they could not inseparable from their centuries-old traditional culture. That also represents a change in the aesthetic and artistic thinking of poets. The aesthetic object of literature is not only "the chapter quoted" but also that beauty is distilled from simple life. Beautiful pure countryside is the source of poetic inspiration of poets. In terms of geographic space, the countryside is the homeland, where the poets return to hide, away from the normal life . In terms of spiritual values, the countryside is a familiar, intimate resting place, where the soul of the poet is nourished. The emergence of rural themes in central poetry is a natural and indispensable rule. Studying on the theme of the countryside throughout the course of the development of the Medieval Literature will help us to find the deep values of the ancients hidden in the simple, folk poems
1.3. Studying the rural theme in the medieval poetry not only has given us an overview of the national culture, but it also has had practical implications for the teaching and literature research in the schools. Many poets writing the rural theme have been selected for teaching in the schools. Therefore, the dissertation researching on rural theme hopes to contribute the useful researches and references for teaching literature in the schools. On the other hand, studying on rural theme in medieval poetry also contributes to the preservation and promotion of cultural values and traditional literature of the nation. In the end, the value of the medieval poetic heritage is to find the national spirit that has been refined for thousands of years through the rural picture as well as the social life of the working people.
2. Research aims and tasks
- To find out the main reasons of forming and developing the rural theme, as well as literary concepts in Confucian scholars’ literature that influences the basic characteristics of the rural theme.
- To study the characteristics of the rural theme in Vietnamese medieval poetry in terms of content and art. Thereby, the dissertation tends to outline the picture of Vietnamese countryside in the medieval period as well as the poets’ rich spirit world through the medieval poetry writing the countryside.
- To identify the role and position of poetry on the countryside in the process of overall development of medieval literature and the movement rules according to the spirit of nationalization and democratization of Vietnamese medieval poetry.
3. Research object and research scope
3.1. Research object
The research object of the dissertation is the rural theme in Vietnamese medieval poetry from the thirteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. During that period, there were many poets who wrote the countryside, however, the dissertation only selected the most typical poets of different regions with the outstanding contribution to each development period of literature such as: Tran King and the Confucian scholars of Tran Dynasty, Nguyen Trai, Le Thanh Tong and the poets in the Hong Duc Dynasty, Nguyen Binh Khiem, Ngo Thi Si, Trinh Hoai Duc, Cao Ba Quat, Phan Thuc Truc, Dang Huy Tru, and Nguyen Khuyen.
3.2. Research scope
3.2.1. Scope of the survey materials
Studying the rural theme in Vietnamese medieval poetry, the dissertation depended on collections of poems that were translated, transcribed and introduced, in particular 285 poems in the Appendix.
3.2.2. Scope of science
The characteristics of the rural theme in the process of movement and development have been focused on two aspects of the inspiration content and expression art.
4. Research methodology
In order to solve the problem of the dissertation, the author used the main methods as follows:
4.1. Systematization method: Systematic method is the method of placing research objects in the entire structure to find the rules of development. We put rural theme in the system of different reference systems to see the process of the formation and development of rural poetry during the timeline of medieval literature. With this method, the survey, statistics, classification of poems written about rural theme in each specific period were used.
4.2. Summary - analysis method: Summary- analysis method is the method of analyzing the elements, parts of the object to draw conclusions, general synthesis of the object. The works of rural poetry is the object of the main summary- analysis of the thesis. Based on the analysis of the content and art value of writings, the thesis draws conclusive conclusions and theoretical significance issues.
4.3. Comparison method: The author compared the poets and poems writing the countryside in Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese poetry; compared Vietnamese medieval poets and poems with those in other countries in the regions using Chinese culture, and compared the medieval literature with modern literature (if necessary).
4.4. Inter-sector approach method: The authors used inter-sector combination method of literature, culture, history and sociology in order to understand the interplay between Vietnamese medieval poetry and history, culture as well as society. This method helped the author of the dissertation evaluate the research problem more systematically and thoroughly.
4.5. Historical literature method: The method of historical literature is the method of questioning the study of the entire development process of the national literature. With this method, the rural theme was studied in the direction of modernity and history to find out the characteristics and contributions of each stage, each author. Since then, the position of the rural theme has been more specific.
5. Contributions of the dissertation
5.1. The dissertation summarized and systemized poems writing the rural theme in the development ten centuries of Vietnamese medieval literature.
5.2. The dissertation pointed out the characteristics and appearance of the rural theme, the depth of culture, the patriotism, and the human spirit in Vietnamese medieval poetry. The dissertation also emphasized the specific characteristics of countryside poetry in each region through the typical poets.
5.3. By studying the rural theme, the dissertation supplemented and made clear the characteristics and development trends of Vietnamese medieval poetry according to the spirit of literary nationalization and democratization. The dissertation compared Vietnamese medieval poetry with the medieval poetry of countries that were influenced by Chinese culture to understand the common features as well as specific characteristics of poetry writing the rural theme.
5.4. The appendix of poems writing the rural theme of the dissertation were a useful references for researchers, lecturers, and people interested in Vietnamese medieval poetry in general, and the poems writing the rural theme in particular.
6. Research structure
Apart from the Introduction, Conclusion, References, and Appendix, the main contents of the dissertation were divided into 4 chapters:
Chapter 1: Overview and theoretical background of research topic
Chapter 2: Overview of rural theme in medieval Vietnamese poetry
Chapter 3: Rural theme in medieval Vietnamese poetry from inspirational contents
Chapter 4: Rural theme in medieval Vietnamese poetry from expression modes

Chapter One
OVERVIEW AND THEORETICAL BACKGROUND OF RESEARCH TOPIC
1.1. The studies related to the topic
1.1.1. Overall studies on the medieval literature writing the rural theme
Although there have not confirmed the existence of poetry writing the rural theme yet, many authors given the pretty accurate assessments about the objective reasons that created the Ancient Vietnamese poetry with strong patriotism and close to the rural life. The studies of poets such as Pham The Ngu, Nguyen Pham Hung, Tran Dinh Huou, Bui Duy Tan, Dinh Gia Khanh, Tran Nho Thin, Mai Cao Chuong, Hoang Ngoc Hien, Nguyen Hue Chi, Hoang Huu Yen, and Doan Le Giang, etc have affirmed the importance of language in the rural life that influenced the poetic inspiration of the medieval poets. At the same time, the researchers have also recognized the composition tendency of the medieval Confucian scholars associated with the hidden life in the countryside. The researches on the rural theme were studied in many different aspects, especially the authors paid more attention to the development trend of literature in comparison with historical, cultural and social issues.
1.1.2. Studies of poets and works writing the rural theme
The studies under direction of approaching each author’s characteristics as well as contributions in the development of the medieval literature have affirmed their role and position in the nationalization process of literature. The researchers such as Nguyen Dinh Chu, Nguyen Loc, Nguyen Hue Chi, Le Tri Vien, Tran Dinh Su, La Nham Thin, Dinh Thi Khang, Tran Nho Thin, Vu Thanh, and Nguyen Pham Hung, etc studied and assessed the specific contributions of each author whose works wrote the rural theme. Scientific works, though approaching in aspect of the author's type, literature or writings all showed the general development tendency of the medieval poetry and each poet’s mark. In addition to studies of the local authors, the foreign authors’ studies such as Richard Feray, N.I. Niculin, Tondiri Dedue, or Thomas Engelbert, etc also had articles referring to factors – of which the rural factor contributed to create the national spirit in the poems of the typical poets in the medieval literature. Of which, the researchers emphasized the poetry tendency from “poetry of will” to “poetry of portray” that was the development for the poetry writing the rural theme to obtain achievements in the end of development of the medieval literature.
1.1.3. Studies of prosody writing the rural theme
The prosody in the medieval poetry writing the rural theme was found out and analyzed in some specific poems. The researches pointed out the artistic aspects of the medieval poetry as reflecting the rural theme. From the poems of Tran Dynasty to Nguyen Khuyen, there was a significant development in terms of image, space, time and language. The rural theme in the Vietnamese medieval poetry was studied in the various aspects by the researchers.
Based on the researches on the typical poets writing the rural theme in the medieval period, we could affirm that:
- The researches pointed out the general picture of nature, people, cultural life, and age-old habits and custom of Vietnamese countryside in the medieval poetry.
- Poets had a common point in revitalizing the ancient Vietnamese countryside that was closely associated with each individual and was the origination of cultural values. The countryside images were very poetic and elegant in the Chinese poetry as well as simple, plain and normal in the Ancient Vietnamese poetry.
- Many articles and judgments of scholars were also suggestive and scientifically based for the writers as deciding to exploit this topic. The countryside in Vietnamese medieval poetry still has many hidden aspects for us to keep learning about and studying.
On the basis of inheriting the initial suggestions of the previous researchers, the dissertation would focus on solving issues in the following key points:
Firstly: Studying the general issues of the rural theme in the Vietnamese medieval poetry;
Secondly:  Analyzing natural scenery and life, society, and people living in the countryside in Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese poetry;
Thirdly: Evaluating the artistic achievements on the rural theme in the medieval poetry.
1.2. Theoretical backgrounds of the topic
1.2.1. Theory of the relationship between culture and literature
When comes to the traditional Vietnamese culture, that means the rural life associated with the village culture community. Themes related to nature and rural life were probably the clear flow of folk literature and were the cultural premise for formation and development of written literature. Because the wet rice plains were the area in which many people lived and many spiritual and cultural values associated with people life were preserved here. In the sub-consciousness of national culture, gardens and villages became the sacred and restful places and associated closely with human. That was a reason for which whenever mentioning poets losing ground, that referred to come back the countryside for seeking out the shelter, comfort and peace in the soul. Because of specific characteristics of the Vietnamese medieval Confucian scholars who naturally dignified the origin, family, and ancestors, their pens always tended to the home village with the eager and profound heart. Over thousands of years of the Chinese domination, the cultural values of Vietnam were always preserved in the home villages simply and familiarly. Those were not only the places in which the agricultural residents lived but also were the native land and evoking many cultural values of the nation. In the agricultural society with the thought of “agriculture was original”, a righteous and generous emperor had to care for agriculture as well as people life. Therefore, the medieval Confucian scholars with the thought of “helping the emperor and giving people benefits” appreciated the emperors with heart for people and agriculture. With a long-standing nation with wet-rice agriculture, the thought of the people was reflected in the Vietnamese rural life. As a result, from the origin of national culture, it formed the poetry writing the rural theme closely and simply.
1.2.2. Ecologic-critique theory 
The kernel of ecologic-critique theory is the research on relationship between natural environment and people in the global crisis environment. Dignifying interaction between people and natural environment was the common feature of Western and Eastern thought. The Eastern people appreciated natural environment and lived in harmony with nature, which became the behavior philosophy of the medieval poets. The medieval literature presented the medieval thought and concept such as: the human beings towards nature, living in harmony with nature, and associated between the microcosm and macrocosm. The ecologic-critique theory is extremely suitable and useful for the researches on the medieval literature in general and the rural theme in particular.
Summary of Chapter 1
Studies on rural issues are approached in various ways. In spite of the screening, researchers have soon noticed the appearance of a simple, folk poetry in the side of the main poetry. Studying on rural theme in medieval Vietnamese poetry, the thesis defines the theoretical basis of the topic as the theory of the relationship between culture and literature, the theory of ecological critique. These are instructions to the writer determining the main aspects of rural theme that need to focus on exploitation.



Chapter Two
OVERVIEW OF RURAL THEME IN MEDIEVAL VIETNAMESE POETRY
2.1. Some basic concepts
2.1.1. Concept of rural theme
Theme is a content aspect of a work, which refers to the specific real scope perceived, selected and reflected in the literary work by the writers. We can classify them as many different themes in literary works such as rural theme, urban theme, or women, etc. In the development of Vietnamese literature, along with the elements of types, language, or aesthetic concept …, the theme system can be considered as an important milestone that marks the movement and development trend of literature.
The “countryside” in Vietnamese is also called rural, village, fields and gardens, hamlet, village community, etc. However, each word has its own meaning. The “countryside” means to the geographical space and the depth in cultural and spiritual life of people that live in the villages and their daily life associate with agricultural working and natural life. Countryside is the rural area that includes nature, scenery, life, society and people reflected in the literary works. The rural theme was not the main one in the works of the Confucian scholars but it presented the human thoughts and patriotism of the medieval poets. Because for the Eastern literature in the medieval period, when the economy of commodities and cities had not developed yet, the premises of philosophical thoughts and outlook on life were briefly originated from lives in the countryside, in which the masses lived. Therefore poetry about the rural theme was collection of rural picture, both in material and spiritual life and they were felt through the poets’ thoughts and sentiment. From the comprehension of the rural theme in the medieval poetry, the dissertation studied poetry writing the countryside was understood as the poetry writing the nature, life and people in the countryside with rich material and spiritual life.
2.1.2. The premises appear rural theme
2.1.2.1. Aesthetic and literary concepts of the Confucian scholars
In the process of the medieval poetry, the aesthetic concept changed from “poetry of will” in the early stage into “poetry of portray” in the later stages. Therefore, the literature was not only composed under the norms of the predecessors, but it also was the soul and ideas of the nation. Literature not only referred to the great images, but it also represented the simplest ones. Beside the “royal” themes of the Confucianism literature, the medieval poets composed the poems describing the simple and rural life deeply and subtly. Reflecting the current affairs was considered as the major issue and they were reflected indirectly through the real life of the countryside in an agricultural country like our country. For the peculiarities of the Vietnamese medieval literature, once literature mentioned people, which meant that it mentioned the rural life with all working, living and cultural activities. Therefore, the medieval poets both used the rural theme to express their people thoughts and tendency of the reality as well as spirit of promoting the national cultural values. Especially, when the feudal regime went into crisis and collapsed, the spirit of the nation and democracy flourished more strongly and the rustic rural images were represented more clearly than those in the medieval poetry.
2.1.2.2. The extroverted- introverted philosophy of Confucian scholars
The extroverted- introverted philosophy is a flexible system of behavior, depending on the time. Besides the promotion of the path of election, as a mandarin, Confucianism also pointed out that the second way is seclusion to preserve the nature of love. Medieval Vietnamese Confucian scholars also condemned Confucianism and rural poetry as a key manifestation of the idea. There are many reasons why the refugees have to leave their homesteads. It is not only an elegant pleasure but also a place to rest when the road is full of market. The life of the farmer is a way for the Confucians to express the mundane behavior that the predecessors have set forth as the principle of behavior.
2.2. Overview of the rural theme in the Vietnamese medieval literature
2.2.1. The period from the 10th to the 14th century
	This was the early period of poems with the images of rural life besides the verses praised the extolment of state affairs and dynasties. The poets under Tran Dynasty escaped from tendency of norms to put the laic inspiration into the poems. Therefore, the rural theme, though just outlined the simple features, affirmed the position of this them in the artistic concept of Confucian scholars under Ly-Tran Dynasty.
2.2.2. The period from the 15th to the 17th century
	In this period from the 15th to the 17th century, both poetry in Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese continued to flourish and made up the valuable great collections of poems. Those achievements created the unique look for poetry writing the countryside in this period. The range of real life reflected in literature was also broader and closer to the rural life. Many Confucian scholars who were discontent in time came back the peaceful places for entertaining their minds. Hence, the nature in the countryside was not only the hidden place but it also was the poets’ close friends. Some typical poets writing the rural theme could be mentioned such as Nguyen Trai, Le Thanh Tong, the poets under Hong Duc Dynasty, and Nguyen Binh Khiem.
2.2.3 The period from the 18th to the 19th century
	In the rest period of the medieval literature, there were many fluctuations due to the social history. This was the period on which Vietnamese Confucianism moved to new form and tendency. The normative concepts of intellectual literature were gradually replaced by the concepts that were close to the masses and tended to the broad picture of reality in the immediate future. The changes in history and politics in the rest period of the medieval poetry were the motivators of literature tendency with the strong patriotism and democracy. 
2.3. Classified-statistical results of the rural theme in Vietnamese medieval poetry
2.3.1. Criteria for statistics and classification
To collect and classify the rural theme by system of specific contents, we based on specific criteria namely: concept of the rural theme, name of each item in the collection of poems writing the countryside, and the scope of the rural nature and people. The dissertation attached special importance to poems with images and overall spaces of both material and spiritual life in the countryside.
2.3.2. Result of classification and statistic
Table: The survey result of poems writing the rural theme
	


	TT
	Typical poets
	Surveyed poems
	Number of surveyed poems
	Number 
of countryside poems
	Rate
(%)

	X - 
XIV
	Tran Quang Khai (1241 - 1294)
Tran Nhan Tong (1258 - 1308)
Bui Tong Hoan (? - ?)
Tran Quang Trieu (1286 - 1325)
Nguyen Suong (? - ?)
Mac Dinh Chi (1284 - 1361)
	Poetry and literature under Ly – Tran Dynasty
Volume 2. Upper book
	269
	20
	7.4

	
	Nguyen Trung Ngan (1289 - 1370)
	The influence of Han Lit Dy of Ly TranDynastry through poetry and poetic language Nguyen Trung Ngan
	
	
	

	
	Tran Nguyen Dan (1325 - 1390)
Nguyen Phi Khanh (1355 - 1428)
	Poetry and literature under Ly – Tran Dynasty
(    Volume 3)
	
	
	

	XV 
- XVII
	Nguyen Trai (1380 -1442)
	Uc Trai’s anthology
	99
	7
	7.1

	
	
	Anthology in Ancient Vietnamese
	254
	32
	12.6

	
	Nguyen Bao (1439 - 1503)
	The Mid-Literary Anthology of Vietnam (Volume 1)
	6
	3
	50

	
	Thai Thuan (1441 -?)
	Poems in Lu Duong
	56
	5
	8.9

	
	Le Thanh Tong and other poets of Hong Duc Dynasty
	Anthology in Ancient Vietnamese under Hong Duc Dynasty
	328
	25
	7.6

	
	Nguyen Binh Khiem (1491 - 1585)
	Anthology of Bach Van Retreat
	568
	31
	5.5

	
	
	Anthology in Ancient Vietnamese of Bach Van Retreat
	153
	19
	12.4

	XVIII
- XIX
	Ngo Thi Si (1726 - 1780)
	Anthology of parrot learning how to speak
	34
	7
	20.6

	
	Trinh Hoai Duc (1765 - 1825)
	Can Trai’s anthology
	160
	17
	10.6

	
	Cao Ba Quat (1808 - 1855)
	Poems in Chinese
	1212
	33
	2.7

	
	Phan Thuc Truc (1808 - 1852)
	Cam Dinh’s anthology
	155
	16
	10.3

	
	Đang Huy Tru (1825 -1874)
	Dang Hoang Trung’s anthology
	279
	20
	7.2

	
	Nguyen Khuyen (1835 - 1909)
	Poetry in Chinese
	267
	33
	12.4

	
	
	Poetry in Ancient Vietnamese
	86
	14
	16.3


	* Comments:
- For development process: According to the statistic, we can see the number of poems writing about the countryside gradually increased from the 13th to the 19th century.
- For poems in Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese: According to the statistic, we saw the difference between the number of poems writing the countryside in the Ancient Vietnamese that accounted for the higher proportion than those in Chinese of “bilingual” poets such as Nguyen Trai, Nguyen Binh Khiem, and Nguyen Khuyen.
- For the correlation between regions: According to the statistic, scope of works writing the countryside was broadened in the different regions in the rest period of the medieval literature.
Summary of Chapter 2
	Based on the basic concepts of the topic, the thesis unanimously found the general concept of "rural theme in the medieval poetry." Since then, the thesis has outlined the formation, development and crystallization of rural poetry through the stages of medieval Vietnamese literature. The century of tenth to fourteenth is the first stage of formation, there are some typical authors have rhyme to the countryside. At the second stage from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century, poems about the countryside flourished in both Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese script. Rural theme only really crystallized the most in the 18th - 19th century with a large number of authors in different regions. This is also an indispensable development trend of medieval poetry on the path towards the realization, the nationalization of literature.



Chapter Three
RURAL THEME IN MEDIEVAL VIETNAMESE POETRY FROM INSPIRATIONAL CONTENTS
3.1. Rural picture
Nature, life, society and people in the country were the prominent colors which made up the depth of Vietnamese rural picture. Therefore, the rural picture was depicted by two aspects namely: The rural nature and rural life.
3.1.1. Rural nature
	Nature was an important aesthetic subject of medieval literature, especially poetry. Poems writing nature were the whole nature such as ground, sky, wind, cloud, plants, animals and flowers, etc… as well as the man-made scenes such as pagodas and landscape. The medieval poets were both influenced by the writing style of “living peacefully with nature” of the ancient Chinese and expressed the deep emotion to Vietnamese nature. The medieval poetry referred to a variety of themes such as: poems writing royalty, seclusion, country life, historical poetry, poetry of being sent as King’s envoy, society, women, lyric, etc… However, in any poetic school or in any sense of emotion, the poets more and less used the nature picture to convey their feelings. The rural nature was the harmonious combination of contrasts; of which, the rural picture was rural, simple, refined and great; new and creative; both in beauty from foreign countries as well as traditional beauty. Two beauties were not contrary to each other but complementary for making up the nature picture that was lively, colorful and still retained the character of Vietnamese villages.
3.1.1.1. Elegant and beautiful nature
The elegant and beautiful nature was the nature with elegant scenery that created many aesthetic senses for humans. The poets often used image in the classic and historical references to depict graceful and elegant scenery. In that landscape picture, there was scenery with the typical beauty of the universe as well as the essence of the earth such as: wind, flowers, moon, pines, daisies, bamboo shoot, or apricot blossom, etc…. Moreover, the medieval poets symbolized the simple and pure rural nature. As a result, the rural nature was drawn with elegant and colorful images of a water-color painting. Poems in Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese all wrote the rural nature with elegant beauty, but each type had its own beauty. Furthermore, the natural picture also strongly presented the individual mark of each poet; of which the universal and human scenery combined with each other and created the deep feelings. This was the typical feature of the Eastern poetry art.
3.1.1.2. Idyllic and rustic nature
The rural nature with the idyllic and rustic beauty was the nature that associated with the life of farmers with the simple and familiar scenery for people living in the countryside. The beauty of art was not only in examples, but it also was the real life, the peaceful village painting that was close with the Vietnamese for thousands of years. The natural picture including 4 seasons namely spring, summer, autumn and winter drew fully the typical features of Vietnamese villages. That beauty was also described by the characteristics of each region.
3.1.2. Rural life
3.1.2.1. Working life in the countryside
Humanism and nationalism in the medieval literature were first presented in the works writing the people life in the medieval period. Hence, living and working activities of the villages were truly expressed in the works of Confucian scholars with the deep humanism. In the poetry under Tran Dynasty, the peasants were sometimes depicted in the beauty of the water-color painting. For the poetry of 15th to 17th century, farmers and their rural life were presented specifically and variously with the image “farming” of hidden confusion scholars in the countryside. Poetry in the 18th century was expressed the rich and vivid working life in the countryside. That was the working activities and daily life of the rural people during the droughts and floods. However, it was not until 19th century that the rural people and lives were expressed fully, vividly, and emotionally. The poets depicted the images of relatives, neighbors and farmers based on the tendency of “portray”. The images of tilling, bailing out water, watering vegetable or breeding silk-worms and farmers’ hardness evoked the strongly-real rural life.
3.1.2.2. Customs and culture in the countryside.
Dignifying the rural habits and customs was the way for the poets to express the national pride and self-respect. The community activities associated with the traditional festivals in the old days of the rural people such as: the process of older, droughts, floods, markets at Tet, the Mid-Autumn Festival, Vu Lan holiday, New Year’s Eve, grave-visiting festival, or Double Five Festival, etc and even the rural people’s dressing styles were expressed vividly through poems with the deeply national spirit. The poets not only reflected the material life but they also attached special importance to the spiritual life that associated with the rural customs, lifestyle and culture. Hence, the medieval poets writing the rural life contributed to create development of the literature that escaped gradually from norms to tend to the true beauty of the life and created a new aesthetic inspiration for literature.
[bookmark: _Toc489197849]3.2. Author’s sentiment and attitude to the countryside
[bookmark: _Toc489197850]3.2.1. Solitary pleasure
The countryside was the place in which the poets found peace by simple pleasures and sociable life with all people. Only the poets who chose solidarity life-style in the countryside can feel the life with nature and elegant pleasures of the writers. The poets enjoyed the moon, flowers and wind, playing chess and drinking alcohol. Nguyen Trai and Nguyen Binh Khiem found peace when living in the countryside. Only a chrysanthemum or a slot also made the poets satisfied. Ngo Thi Si found peace and joy by "poems of the Tang Dynasty and a cup of tea" (Autumn days in the countryside). Cao Ba Quat, despite being an exile guest, still had the moments of "living in the countryside and enjoying the nature" (Light wind blowing through the rice field). Returning to Bui Garden, he always found joy from the life of ordinary people. Those surrounding him are fish pond and bamboo with high sky and simple and poetic rural scene, etc. The life of the senior Confucian scholars was richer and easily mixed with the busy rural life. Thus, the poets were more closely attached to the countryside. 
[bookmark: _Toc489197851]3.2.2. Man with love and the countryside
Writing about the countryside, the poets in the medieval period not only knew the beauty of nature or the famers’ daily hardlife, but they also felt the beauty of the good-natured and close life. The confucian scholars found the farmers’ serenity of the soul, the optimism of life and the affection of the warm village and family in their hard life. The poets in the medieval period when returning to the countryside not only got into the wilderness, but they also felt the sentiments of relatives, neighbors and peasants. In the early stages of medieval literature, Nguyen Trai and Nguyen Binh Khiem attached to the countryside through the image of "the tent", but they still had the distance with many peasants. Cao Ba Quat, Phan Thuc Truc, Dang Huy Tru, Nguyen Khuyen and others wrote about themes such as friends, relatives, neighbors, cloth sellers, persons catching mussel and persons breeding silkworm with all sincere feelings. Deep affection for the countryside is the spiritual attachment between man and man, and between man and traditional culture, and with their native land.
[bookmark: _Toc489197854]3.3. Rural theme- Differences between regions
The countryside in each region was portrayed by the poets truly and brought mark of each region in the country. The northern rural life was presented most and earliest in poems of the poets under Tran Dynasty such as Nguyen Trai, Le Thanh Tong, Nguyen Binh Khiem, Ngo Thi Si, Cao Ba Quat and Nguyen Khuyen. The Northern Delta that has been close for a long time was portrayed by the poets, from the working life to the spiritual culture of peasants. Meanwhile, Phan Thuc Truc and Dang Huy Tru not only portrayed the idyllic beauty of the countryside nature, but they also portrayed the hardships in working life of the central peasants. Furthermore, Trinh Hoai Duc embodied the market scene on the river terminal and the working scene of people in South Vietnam through the real and emotional poetry. 
Summary of Chapter 3
From the perspective of content, inspiration and the appearance of the rural picture were presented quite truly with nature, human life and the poets’ feelings towards the countryside. Besides, each period and each regionin the country were portrayed with the distinctive features. It is a village scene that is familiar and close-knit, is a peaceful place in the soul of each Vietnamese person. Moreover, the medieval poetry also expresses the working life as well as the spiritual life with diverse customs and traditions of each region. The countryside is also an inspiration for poetry with simple pleasures. Especially, hidden behind the simple verses, pure simplicity is the sentiment of rural people behind each village.

Chapter Four
RURAL THEME IN MEDIEVAL VIETNAMESE POETRY FROM EXPRESSION MODES
[bookmark: _Toc489197857]4.1. Artistic space and time
All poets’ artistic senses of human being were associated with a sense of space and time. These are two factors contributing to the lively and rich image of works. For poetry in the medieval period, the two factors of space and time reflected not only the world view in the works, but they also reflected the poets’ aesthetic and emotional conception.  
4.1.1. Artistic space
- Space of the village landscape and fields
	If the poetry of mountain and water focused on the vast mountainous space of the universe, the poetry of fields and gardens focused on the close space of the fields and gardens and villages. Although poets approached to rural space with different views such as looking up or looking down, the scene was displayed in their eyes in the active posture that occupied and mixed with the nature. Sometimes, the poets portrayed space through the four-side sight and in the far-fetched law in the traditional way of Oriental poetry. Therefore, the space of field and village scene was shown in rich and diversified in the medieval poetry and in both Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese poetry. It was not only the space of the universe, but it was the space in the mind of every Vietnamese people.
- Working and living space
	If the points of looing up, looking down and four-side were used to depict natural space, village  scene and field, the asymptotical point promoted the ability to express specifically and lively the working and living space of the rural people. The medieval poets gradually escaped the normative penmanship of "looking up and looking away" to portray the typical space of Vietnamese village in everyday life. The space in the poetry of the medieval poets associated with the farmers’ ordinary life.
4.1.2. Artistic time
Each theme was associated with different time-expressing ways such as: static universe time, historical time, supernatural time, and living time. The sense of time was always a constant feeling in the medieval poets’ soul. Time was not only an abstract concept, but it was defined by the landscape and rural life.
- Crop time
For a country linked to wet-rice agriculture, the change of crops and of time played an important role in the farmers’ lives for thousands of years. If Zen poetry often placed the man’s finite and short-lived nature in front of the universe’s infinite nature, the poetry writing the rural theme was the slice of human life before the four seasons. The farmers’ time stamp was expressed lively and richly in Vietnamese medieval poetry. With the characteristics of soil in Southeast Asia, the spring, summer and autumn were most expressed in the poetry which associated with the farming seasons and the farmers’ anxieties and concerns. People grew cotton and potatoes in the spring; they grew rice in the summer; autumn was associated with floods, crop failure . The smooth-going of cosmic time was measured by the specific time of crops and of the rural people’s life. Every moment of time, whether daytime or night-time, was included the farmers’ hardship. 
- Time of Tet, holidays and cultural activities
If linear and crop time were often accompanied with the rotation of the universe, the holiday and Tet time was the interweaving between the present time and the past and the lyrical characters’ real time and mind time. The beauty in the culture and customs of the nation was reflected in the sacred Tet and holidays such as: New Year's Eve, December time, Grave-Visiting Festival, Double Five Festival and so on. The rotation of cosmic time is closely related to the medieval farmers’ life. Changes in the artistic thinking in terms of space and time brought poetry closer to the idyllic and rural life of the many farmers.
4.2. Artistic language 
4.2.1. Historical references of Chinese materials for poetry
The medieval aesthetic conception focused on the beauty of the past, of which beauty wasconsidered as the pattern of ancestors. Historical references helped verses be more symbolic, noble and erudite. The historical references of farming, Vi River in San Area, balance, pure plots... emphasized the poets’ attachment to leisurely life in the countryside. The use of the Chinese materials for poetry helped create the elegance and beauty of the countryside paintings. The poets used the models that were often used to express the noble themes to express the idyllic and popular themes. However, in the later stages, the historical references were selected more carefully. The poets used the scholarly literary language to express rustic and simple rural picture. This was the development of language according to the trend of nationalization and democratization in term of genre.
4.2.2. Folklore language associated with rural life
The Vietnamese language, which has been developed for thousands of years after each village, was always preserved and not assimilated by the Chinese domination. It also confirmed the importance of the national language in literature. Only by finding out about the poems about the countryside, readers of the next generation can enjoy the ancestors’ ordinary and simple, pure and lively language in the past. National language was represented in two components namely: the folklore language and the daily language of the masses. Of which, Ancient Vietnamese poetry based on Tang prosody used more languages of folklore than the Chinese poetry based on Tang prosody. Due to be written in Vietnamese and Ancient Vietnamese scripts, Ancient Vietnamese poetry based on Tang prosody could reflect all problems of social life and people. The language of folklore inherited and promoted in the written literature confirmed the potential and strong vitality of the folklore language. Writing the rural theme, poets used the language of folklore as a way of affirming the language value of the farmers and affirming the status of folk songs and proverbs for written literature. 
[bookmark: _Toc489197863]4.2.3. Rural people’s daily language 
Daily language is the language used in communication, in daily life and especially expressing the identity and characteristics of each region. The words are extremely rich and lively and distilled from busy and vast life: alterative expressions, words of yield, calling words. The use of daily language in Ancient Vietnamese collection of poems based on Tang prosody showed the way of eating and wearing, feelings, thoughts, living features and habits and customs of rural people, which were reflected in the real and national way. The daily linguistic component played an important role in expressing ordinary and colloquial contents, and creating a distinction between Ancient Vietnamese Tang prosody and Chinese Tang prosody. For Ancient Vietnamese poetry, from rural human’s words to thoughts and feelings weretruly recorded in the language coming from life by the poets. Every aspect of human life from material life to all emotions of the human soul was truly and vividly reflected in poetry. The medieval poets contributed to preserving the national language through the special, real-rich and strongly national Ancient Vietnamese verses when writing about the countryside. 
[bookmark: _Toc489197864]4.3. Artistic tone
Medieval poetry expressed will and heart, which wasconditioning and normative, but included personal factors, even they werenot clear and specific. Moreover, lyrical poetry was the most expressive type of thoughts and feelings of lyrical subjects, so the authors’ tone largely coincided with the general tone of the whole poem. Each poem was a complete structure, so the poem tone was also expressed through rhythm, use of image and word in the poetry in a unified way. Writing about the countryside, each author and each work had its different tone, but the main tone was lyrical and narrative. 
[bookmark: _Toc489197865]4.3.1. Lyric tone
For medieval poetry, although written in any style of poetrythey were general formulas on strict prosody andin accordance with norm. Poems may be similar in rhythm but different in tone because the tone was from all the lyrical subjects’ thoughts and feelings. Coming back and mixing with life of village in the countryside, the poets always expressed the joy of self-nature because this was a life close to nature and people and away from the difficulties of the palace. Therefore, the main tone of the rural rhymes was the joyful, cheerful andgrievous tone. Sometimes, poetic tone was pity and powerless of the Confucian scholar when seeing the extreme situation of the people facing with the disasters, but sometimes the poetic tone was leisurely and cheerful when exhilarating with natural countryside. If the poetry of the countryside from the 13th to 15thcentury was with leisurely and joyful tone and harmonious tone with nature and rural life, the joyful tone was the main voice of poetry in the second half of the 15th century. Nguyen Binh Khiem’s poetry had a mix of thoughtful, philosophical andleisurely tone. The main tone of Trinh Hoai Duc's poems about the countryside was a proud voice of the homeland, praising the peaceful and simple life. Dang Huy Tru's poetry had both pleasant tone with the countryside and sympathetic tone when seeing the rural people’s hard life. Whether joyful, cheerful, praising or questioning tone, each poem was a musical note in a multi-track symphony of rural landscape and people. 
[bookmark: _Toc489197866]	4.3.2. Narrative tone
[bookmark: _Toc489197867]In order to completely portray a lively and rich life in the countryside, the medieval poets also expressed the narrative tone of the lyric poems. This also showed the possibility of expanding the scope of reflecting and occupying the reality of Vietnamese medieval poetry. People and real life were depicted in detail through the little-word verses. If the tone of the narrative works was the multi-tone of the characters, narrators and authors, the tone of the lyrical workswas mainly the single-tone of the lyrical subjects. The narrative tone was used by the poets from the XVIII – XIX century and mainly in the ancient-long poems. Each poem was a story and experience when working with the farmers. If the narrative tone in Cao Ba Quat and Phan Thuc Truc’s poems was expressed through continuous emotions in the countryside, the narrative tone in Nguyen Khuyen's poemswas reflected in stories with characters, facts and conflicts that took place and ended. The stories of rural life were recounted in poetry in the lively and emotional way. Thus, through the expression of narrative tone, medieval poetry not only reflected the poets’ thoughts and emotions, but it also reflected the hard and rich life of many farmers. It also confirmed the role and position of medieval poetry in the development of Vietnamese literature.
4.4. Differences between Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese poetry
The rural theme appeared in Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese poetry throughout the course of Vietnamese medieval literature. As for the later stages, the rural theme was expressed more in Chinese writings, which also confirmed the change of the themes in literature. This was the change from the popular themes to the aesthetic object of scholarly literature. The images of nature and rural life which were rarely presented in the aesthetics of Confucianism were solemnly rendered by Chinese poetry. In particular, there were many authors who composed mainly in Chinese characters such as poets under Tran Dynasty, Ngo Thi Si, Trinh Hoai Duc, Cao Ba Quat, Phan Thuc Truc and Dang Huy Tru. The Chinese poems contributed to build up the elegant appearance of the Vietnamese village picture. Chinese poetry emphasized elegance; meanwhile Ancient Vietnamese poetry emphasized reality and expressed the idyllic and rustic beauty of everyday life. Those differences were not opposite but supplement each other, which made the countryside and rural life more vivid and deeper. Therefore, the picture of the countryside was beautiful and simple.
	Summary of Chapter 4
	Expression art in rural theme reflect development of national literature. Space, time in countryside poetry has grown from the convention to the current. The medieval poets used for academic language, the folktale language and life language when recounting the natural and beauty of nature and  working life of the people. The appearance of different types of language shows diversity and richness of aesthetics object.  In addition, the tone of the poem plays an important role in expressing the thoughts, emotions and attitudes of lyrical subjects. If the lyrical tone towards the emotional supply of the lyrical character to nature and life, rural people the tone of the narrative is the specific story about the countryside. The process of absorbing and creating the poetic art of middle-class writers brings literature closer to the working population. Art gradually goes towards the simple rustic pure beauty of Vietnamese villages.
CONCLUSION
1. Medieval poetry plays an important role in the development of Vietnamese literature. This genre appeared from tenth century and flourished until the nineteenth century. Thus, the medium poetry contained thoughts, emotions, and soul of the nation in every ups-and-downs development step of history. Behindsuch simple verses, it was the depth of culture and the rich spiritual life of the masses. Vietnamese medieval rural poetry was an example of that spiritual value. Therefore, although the countryside was not the main theme of the Confucian scholars literature, it was a great subject approached and studied in many aspects and in different periods. The studies outlined summarily the study direction of the countryside. The countryside in the medieval poem was considered carefully in many ways, from the content value to the expression art. Studying the countryside theme, the dissertation comes from the theoretical background such as: the aesthetic concept, the literary conception of the medieval Confucian scholars and the cultural origin: the theory of ecological critique. Accordingly, poems about the countryside of Confucian scholars focused on ordinary, simple and real beauty of the national culture and on the relationship between people and nature. 
2. According to the concept of countryside theme in medieval poetry, rural poems often portrayed the nature and countryside landscape; depicted working life, and customs and habits of the rural people; and expressed the poets’ feelings towards the village and homeland. Although writing any subjects, in the depth of the poets’ soul, they always spent a loving and affectionate part on Vietnamese countryside. From the basis, we can see the attitudes and behaviors at that time and the love of nature and country and the pride of the national tradition of the medieval Confucian scholars. The emergence and development of the rural theme in the medieval poetry showed suitability to the general process of national literature. The formation and development process of rural themes was reflected in three stages of the process of Vietnamese medieval literature. The first stage (thirteenth - fifteenthcenturies) was the formation period of rural theme in the writings of the poets under Ly – Tran Dynasty. This period outlined the first lines of the countryside in Chinese poems. Although such lines were not clear and specific and countryside was not one of the aesthetic objects of literature, they have initially evoked the spirit of the countryside painting through peaceful natural scenery. The idyllic and familiar images of the countryside sometimes appeared in the poems of emperors and the poets under Tran Dynasty, which created a rich artistic inspiration about Vietnamese villages. In the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries, the countryside appeared more and richer in both Chinese and Ancient Vietnamese works. At that time, the picture of Dai Viet village was completed with close and familiar pictures and colors from the life of the countryside. That scattered in such countryside picture was the image of the "farmers" with the work "farming". Nature, products and life of rural people created natural and pure beauty. The period from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries was the period of the unique and delicate values ​​of medieval poetry about the countryside. In this period, poetry was closer to the busy and lively real life of the masses. The lines and colors of the rural picture were showed clearly in the medieval poetry. In general, the movement of countryside poetry was in line with the general development tendency of the medieval literature such as: the tendency of nationalization and democratization, and closer to reality. Therefore, the achievements of poetry on the countryside were also crystallized over time, and in the later periods, the rural poetry became more vivid and broadened the scope of reflection. The picture of the countryside was gradually completed from the first outlines to the images, colors, and specific outlines of each Vietnamese village. Behind such pictures, it was the familiar cultural tradition of the nation. Thus, the rural theme in the medieval poetry had clear development steps through the development stages of Vietnamese literature. 
3. The rural theme in the medieval poetry was expressed in two main aspects such as the nature and life of rural people. Of which, the countryside nature had a harmonious combination between elegant and idyllic beauty. The elegant beauty of nature appeared much in the Chinese poetry based on Tang prosody and the simple and idyllic beauty wasvividly portrayed in the in the Ancient Vietnamese poetry based on Tang prosody. At the later stages of the medieval literature, Chinese poetry tended to change its subject in the direction of nationalization of the genre. Thus, the natural image of idyllic countryside also gradually appeared more abundantly in Chinese poetry. The center of the countryside pictures was human with their living and working and cultural and spiritual life. At the beginning of the literary process, the image of rural people was portrayed in some simple lines. At the end of the medieval poetry, the image of the rural people was highlighted and more concrete about hard working life and worries about agriculture, poor crops and droughtalong with happiness of harvest time and New Year. The real and ordinary elements of the rural life have become the iconic aesthetics with manyexpressive values and brought realism in the poetry of the medieval Confucian scholars. These achievements showed the ability to cover and reflect the reality of human life in the medieval poetry when writing about the countryside. Perhaps, what made the difference of Vietnamese medieval rural poetry with rural poetry in the Chinese culture was the sentiment and deep attachment of the poets to their native country. If the poets of China and Japan showed their wills of visiting and traveling around the country to express their inspiration and love, the Vietnamese medieval poets tended to come back to the peaceful villages and live with the hard people. The presence of the rural theme throughout the development of medieval poetry showed the strong flow of cultural traditions and national spirit from folk literature to medieval literature and brilliant growth in modern literature in the later. The general trend of medieval poetry was towards the simple beauty of the Vietnamese rural life, which has existed for thousands of years. This was the tendency to show independence, away from the influence of Chinese aesthetic thought, show the trend of nationalization, democratization and realization in literature.
4. The art expressing rural themes in Vietnamese poetry also had strong development step according to the trend of nationalization and democratization of the genre. The achievements in terms of language, tone and portraying space and time in rural poetry has both acquired ancient poetry and been creative, which brought the Confucian scholars closer to the masses. The rural space was observed more closely and specifically and closer to the fields, gardens, villages, living and working space, and cultural space of rural life. The method of portraying time was also closer to the time of daily life of the rural people. Cosmic time, which is impermanent, was concretized and associated with the harvest and festivals in rich lively life in the countryside. In addition, the linguistic element also contributed significantly to the presentation of rural themes in terms of genre nationalization. The medieval Confucian scholars used flexibly the language of folklore and language of daily life so that each verse was the voice and heart of the rural people and attachment of the poets to the countryside. To prove ability of expressing the reality of life vividly, in addition to expressing lyrical tone, the poets also used narrative tone while reflecting on rural life. The achievements of art have created a clear appearance for the multi-colored countryside paintings. Therefore, the heritage of medieval poetry has been the key for the posterity to learn about cultural traditions and thoughts and soul of the nation forever. The rural theme in the medieval poetry has formed a solid foundation for modern literature in the later for flourishing and becoming the mainstream of modern literature in the first half of the twentieth century. 
5. When studying rural theme in Vietnamese medieval poetry, we can see the contributions of this theme to the development of national literature. However, this is also a complicated task that requires more time to deepen and understand issues related to literature and traditional culture of the nation. Thus, the results of the dissertation have been only general preliminary images of a major problem. In order to rural theme exploited more comprehensively, there should be more detailed and deeper researches on each author, each work and each period of literature. Rural theme could be studied in different modes and types of literature such as countryside in the narrative prose, comparing countryside of the Chinese regions and so on. Therefore, beside the scientific conclusions drawn from this dissertation, the author hopes to have conditions to continue researching and learning about rural theme in the next studies.
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